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Approved Not Approved Not Approved

In this edition of our weekly, I’d like to address our own safety when working as
referees.

There was a time when it was acceptable to referee from a table with a chair There was a time when it was acceptable to referee from a table with a chair 
balancing on top, or a box, or maybe one of those lovely ‘birdsnest’ stands, or a 
pummel horse! It was common for us to not have a proper referee stand. No 
more! Consider this: There was also a time when it was acceptable to be on a 
bike without a helmet or ride in a car without a seatbelt! This is no longer OK.

We’ve come a long way in improving our safety on the court. Last year, our zone 
made the proactive move to insist that all venues have proper, approved, 
referee stands.  Improper stands are not only dangerous but our insurance will referee stands.  Improper stands are not only dangerous but our insurance will 
not cover a referee who uses an unsanctioned stand.

As a referee in this zone, it is your responsibility to:

• If you arrive at a venue, please follow through with our zones’ policy and not 
use anything but a proper referee stand.

• If you are one of the many ‘vertically challenged’ referees, such as I am, it is • If you are one of the many ‘vertically challenged’ referees, such as I am, it is 
also critical that we safely raise our height when on the stand so the top of the 
net is just above our waist. The important point here is that we SAFELY raise our 
height!  Do not stand on the side arms of the referee stand to do this! Some of 
our membership have been building safe, wooden boxes to raise their height. 
Please consider your safety.

• If you arrive at a venue to find the stand is not safe, contact our assignor and • If you arrive at a venue to find the stand is not safe, contact our assignor and 
that match will be refereed from the floor!

Stay safe.

Until the next toss of the coin......

The Other Side of the Coin
Referee Safety


