
On a regular basis in our refereeing career, we find ourselves working without a second referee.  
Doing our job alone is definitely not the way the FIVB or Volleyball Canada viewed our position 
when they developed the Rules of the Game. Without an R2, we lose that second set of eyes and 
unless you have the talent to make one eye go left and the other go right, you’re at a real 
disadvantage in so many areas of the game.

Here are some pointers to remember when working on your own:

•   •   Working alone, it’s even more important that your scorer is familiar with all components of the 
score sheet. Before the match begins, it is your responsibility to ensure this!  For example: There 
will be no R2 there to help with situations like recording a sanction, so this must be discussed  
pre-match.

•   Instruct the scorer to be diligent at making eye contact with you on the stand between rallies. 
 Insure their face is not hidden behind the post, so you can make that eye contact easily. 
Non-verbal communication with your scorer during the match is critical!

•   The scorer should feel comfortable enough to call the referee off the stand should there be any •   The scorer should feel comfortable enough to call the referee off the stand should there be any 
issue. It is far better to fix a problem when it happens, rather than waiting for it to compound 
because the scorer was too uncomfortable to let you know.

•   Coming down off the stand also may be needed to assist the scorer with special circumstances; 
such as recording a sanction, remarking on an injured player that was removed or most commonly, an 
issue with a positional fault. Further, if you’re not confident with your scorer, a suggestion is 
to come off the stand during the first time out, just to ensure they have a grasp of the score 
sheet.sheet.

•   Checking the line-ups as R1 at the beginning of each set should be done from the floor under 
the referee stand.  The line-up cards then go in your pocket and take them with you to the stand.  
By having the line-up cards in your pocket, you can refer to them should you be unsure of player 
positions.

•   R1 should use a unique whistle sound when authorizing regular game interruptions. (i.e.: 
tweet-tweet or louder than normal)  This helps to communicate to the server that the whistle isn’t 
for them and gets the attention of the scorers. Use clear hand signals.for them and gets the attention of the scorers. Use clear hand signals.

•   Without an R2, coaches must get the attention of the R1 to request a time out.

•   Without the assistance of an R2, the R1 must be much more aware of the benches such as coaches 
calling time-outs and substitutes entering the substitution zone.

•   During a time out the players should be instructed to give the ball to the scorers’ table.  The 
ball should not be thrown to the R1 on the stand.  This instruction can be given to the team 
captains at the coin toss.

•   For a time out, R1 uses their hand signal to insure that the scorer is aware of which team •   For a time out, R1 uses their hand signal to insure that the scorer is aware of which team 
requested the time out.  Once the scorer has recorded it on the score sheet, they then signal to 
the R1 the number of time outs used by both teams. This instruction should be given to the scorer 
prior to the match.

•   Should that be a team’s 2nd  time out, at the conclusion of the time out, the R1 must use their 
whistle to get the coaches attention and signal to him/her that both time outs have been used.

•   When a player enters the substitution zone: R1 whistles and signals. (Ensuring the scorer also 
sees it)  To assist the scorer in recording the numbers of the substitution, use your whistle to sees it)  To assist the scorer in recording the numbers of the substitution, use your whistle to 
control the speed of those players on the sideline.  Should the substitute go onto the court too 
quickly, whistle them back to the substitution zone. The scorer should be instructed to signal 
(raise their hands to signal OK) to R1 to indicate they have successfully recorded the 
substitution.  Don’t continue play unless you’re 100% sure that the substitution has been recorded 
by the scorer.

•   For a substitution; (At 5 subs, if using 6 or at 11subs, if using 12) R1, after receiving this 
information from the scorer, communicates the number of completed substitutions to the coach by information from the scorer, communicates the number of completed substitutions to the coach by 
using your whistle to get the their attention, and then hand signals.

•   Controlling the behavior of the benches and the warm-up area now rests solely on the R1.  You 
must be aware of the complete playing area, not simply the 18’ X 9’ court. (Benches, warm-up zone)

•   If a positional fault on the receiving team is to be called, R1 must ensure that the player is 
indeed out of position. (Possibly a substitute coming onto the court into the wrong position or the 
libero not making the proper exchange and rotating into the front row)

•   A positional fault infraction should not be called if a player is simply leaving their position •   A positional fault infraction should not be called if a player is simply leaving their position 
early as this fault occurs at the service contact unless they gain a significant advantage by 
leaving early.  Before the whistle of service, perform your court scan and be aware of potential 
positional faults of the receiving team and be ready to whistle the position fault if a player is 
not in the correct position. Using your peripheral vision will help in seeing the receiving team 
while observing the server.

•   In regards to a centerline fault; As R1, your focus moves with the ball, so there may be 
centerline faults missed.centerline faults missed.

•   Net faults may also be missed, but again, the R1’s focus is with the ball once it leaves the 
net.  There are times that anticipating a fault at the net (such as a set unusually close to the 
net) can pay off, but your first area of responsibility is that first contact. Without an R2, the 
R1 is responsible the complete net; blocking and offensive site, top of the tape to the bottom.  
For the most part, it's difficult to do it all and we be as observant as possible.

•   Should there be a deciding set, at the court exchange, R1 has the responsibility to check both 
teams’ positions on the court.  Your scorer ensures the correct player is in position 1 teams’ positions on the court.  Your scorer ensures the correct player is in position 1 
(communicate that to the scorer prior to the beginning of that deciding set) and with the help of 
the line up cards, R1 checks the rest of the players.

•   At the end of a set and further the match, the players should be instructed to give the ball to 
the scorer’s table..

•   At the end conclusion of the match, come down off the stand and dismiss the teams from the 
floor to the right of the stand to supervise the teams shaking hands.

•   R1 is completely responsible to check and verify the score sheet at the conclusion of the match •   R1 is completely responsible to check and verify the score sheet at the conclusion of the match 
and sign it.

It’s definitely a challenge to work without an R2, and we perform our duties to the best of our 
abilities.

Until the next toss of the coin, 
Debbie Jackson
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